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Further ACCOUNT, &c. 


| HE very extraordinary caſe, and 
perfe& cure of the gout, as related 
by Monſ. Abbe Mann, which I publiſhed 


laſt ſummer, would, in all probability, 


have rendered the medicine as univerſal in 
his own country as it is abroad, had the 


Abbe's reſpectable character and abilities 
been as well known in England as it is 
upon the continent. It has, however, (con- 
ſidering the ſhort time fince it was made 


public in England) been ſeriouſly attended 


to by phyfical men of ſenſe ; but more ſo 
by ſufferers in that painful and miſerable diſ- 
order; and as I have recciyed a variety of 
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letters from different parts of the kingdom 
for further information, and having, /ince 
the publication of Abbe Mann's caſe and 
cure, been favoured with another letter 
from him on the ſame ſubject, I have 
thought it proper to publiſh, not only the 
Abbes farther information, but to give 
ſome account alſo of the effects the Abbe's 
medicine has had on other gentlemen of 
rank, and of the moſt reſpectable characters. 


Mr. Brooke, an eminent merchant at 
Exeter, having lent my late publication of 
a Tour into the Auſtrian Netherlands to Sir 
John Duntze, of Exeter, and finding there- 
in an account of Abbe Mann's ſufferings 
and cure of the gout, Sir John honoured me 
with a letter, from which the following is an 
extract: 


< IT 1s impoſſible to read that moſt excel- 
< lent letter of Abbe Mann's, without be- 
« ing charmed with its philanthropy, and 
E being deeply intereſted in his welfare 
| cc and 
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and happineſs, His caſe.and cure brought 


to my immediate recollection, a preſcrip- 
tion of the late Dr. Fothergill's, not long 
before his death, for myſelf in the rheu- 
matic gout, which has been increaſing 
upon me for twenty years paſt. It was 
a preparation of hemlock, I believe pre- 
ciſely the ſame as the Abbé Mann's; or, 
perhaps, with a ſmall variation in the 
quantity of each pill. I took them regu- 
larly for ſome time; and finding, as I 
then thought, they did me neither good 
nor harm, they were neglected; but I 
am Now ſo thoroughly convinced I did 
not give them a fair trial, that I have 
more than thoughts of beginning again.” 


The above extract is from a letter dated 
Rockbere-houſe, November the 1oth, 1784; 
ſince which I have received another letter 
from Sir John, of the 29th of the ſame 
month ; and as it 1s wholly relative to the 
medicine in queſtion, and its effects, I flat- 
ter myſelf Sir John Duntze will excuſe my 


giving it at full length. 
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Letter from Sir John Duntze, Bart. to 
f Philip Thickneſſe, E/q. 


Rockbere-Houſe, Nev. 295 1784. 


Dear SIR, 


1 Was duly honoured with your letter 

of the 14th inſtant. In conſequence 
of which I proceeded with alacrity in tak- 
ing the hemlock pills, and was willing to 
have it in my power to give you ſome little 
account of their effect, before I troubled 
you with anſwering it. I am this moment 


favoured with yours of the 25th, and can 


no longer refrain from acquainting you, 


that I have proceeded gradually in taking 


the pills, and have increaſed the doſe to 


near 80 grains a day, which I think have 
already been of great ſervice to me. They 
are prepared in Exeter, according to M. de 
Störck's directions in the Diſpenſatory, and 
I take the liberty of ſending you a couple 


of 


8 
of che pills encloſed, that you may ſee 


them. I can, however, get none of the 


wolfs-bane. They ſay here, the uſe of it 
has been long exploded. If neceſſary, I 
ſhould be happy to be able to procure ſome 
from Bruffelis. Dr. Milman is a worthy 
countryman of mine, being born, if I miſ- 
take not, at or near Totnes, in this county, 
and does us all great credit. I have had 
the pleaſure of being in his company more 
than once, and entertain the higheſt opi- 


nion of his abilities in his profeſſion, and: 


his character as a gentleman. You muſt 
recollect, with much ſatisfaction, the early 
diſcovery you made of his merit &. Should 
he alſo entertain a favourable opinion of this 
remedy, I ſhall think myſelf already more 
than half cured, though I can at preſent 
neither walk nor ſtand. The two caſes 
you have done me the favour to mention, 
give me ſpirits, and I do not deſpair this 


winter of being able to treat myſelf in 


* See A Year's Journey through F rance and Part of 


Spain, by Philip Thickneſſe, publiſhed in 1776. 
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fown with the pleaſure you ſo kindly hold 
out to my view, of hearing Miſs Thicknefle's 
voice, accompanied with her viol de gamba. 
Mr. Brooke, who happens to be now with 
me, begs his reſpects. He has taken ſome 
of the pills, and deſires me to tell you, he 
is determined to perſevere. He will do 
kimſelf the honour to anſwer your letter 
ſoon. My beſt compliments and wiſhes 
attend Mrs. Thicknefle and the young 
ladies; and I am, with fincere reſpect and 
regard, 

; Dear 81 R, 


Your moſt obliged, 


and obedient humble Servant, 


JOHN DUNTZE. 


It is now above a year that I have had 
three wounds in my legs, which emitted 
thouſands of little chalk ſtones, about the 
ſize of a ſmall pin's head. One of theſe 
wounds 1s already almoſt healed, fince my 

takin- 
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taking the hemlock, and the other two ap- 
pear in a very favourable ſtate. I mention 
this, as it anſwers exactly to a caſe related 
by M. de Störck of the gout ſtones being 
diſperſed, I met with it in the Annual 
Regiſter for 1760. 


In conſequence of ſuch a favourable re- 
port from Sir John Duntze, and a certificate 
under the hand of Mr. Reynolds, a ſtran- 
ger to me, but a gentleman whom I am in- 
formed was ſecretary to the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, I waited upon Dr. Milman, 
whoſe abilities as a phyſician it appears I 
had with juſt reaſon pointed out, eight years 
ſince, * from what I had heard of his prac- 
tice at Montpellier, while he was one of 
Dr. Ratcliffe's travelling phy ſicians; and 
having ſhewn the Doctor Abbe Mann's caſe 
and cure, with Sir John Duntze's letters to 
me, and aſked his opinion as to the Abbe's 
cure, and the fatety and propriety of other 
See the ſecond vol, of A Journey through France and 

Part of Spain, by P. Thickneſſe, publiſhed in 1777. 

B ſufferers 


"ES 
ſufferers uſing the ſame medicines ; Dr. 
Milman informed me, that he had no doubt 
but that Abbe Mann's cure was effected by 
the hemlock and wolfs-bane, in the manner 
he has ſo accurately repreſented it; but 
that tho' he has never adminiſtered thoſe 
medicines together for the cure of the gout ; 
yet he has frequently given them ſin- 
gly with ſucceſs in other diſorders: And 
when I told him my intention of laying 
before the public ſome further account 
thereof, he was ſo obliging as to ob- 
ſerve, that in the various caſes in which 
phyſicians had lately thought proper to give 
the hemlock, it had been a rule with 
them to begin with a ſmall doſe, and to en- 
creaſe it gradually, till the medicine pro- 
duced a ſlight degree of nauſea, or vertigo 
and giddineſs---that theſe ſymptoms were 
generally confidered as the criterion of its 
having been taken in a proper quantity, and 
as an indication that it was not to be 
encreaſed any further; and that taken in 
uch a doſe, it was found to produce all the 
| good 
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good effects which are to be obtained from 
the virtues of this plant. And here I ought 
to inform ſuch readers who are too young 
to remember it, or who were then too well 
to take notice of it, that about the year 
1760, Dr. ANTHONY STORCK, a very 
eminent phyſician of Vienna, came to 
England, and ſet forth the ſovereign power 
of hemlock in many caſes, but particularly 
in the cure of cancers. But after as violent 
a ſtruggle for ſome time, as a moſt able 
foreigner could make againſt a very power- 
ful body of our own faculty, he left this 
country with a reputation little better than 
that of a mere charlatan.* In his own country 
however, he ſtill ſtands in the firſt rank with 
able phyſicians; and as the relief he gave 
one of his gouty patients, by a fomen- 
tation of hemlock only, ſo exactly coincides 
with what Abbe Man particularly marks on 
his approaching cure, I ſhall give it in the 
Doctor's own words, with a tranſlation : 


* LEwis in his Diſpenſatory ſays, that Dr. Storck was 
very ill treated by the faculty here. 


B 2 «© Viro 


. 

* Viro ſexagenario, a multis annis dolori- 
« bus, podagricis divexato, non tantum 
& ſi mili fomento dolores mox ſedavi, ſed et 
* tophos podagricos integere emollivi, & 
et diſpuli. Unde factum eſt, ut rediens poda- 
cc gra nec amplius adeo violenta, nec diu— 
« turna fuerit. i. e. It not only mitigated 
* and removed the pains of a gentleman of 
* the age of fixty, who had been afflicted 
ee for many years with the gout, by a fomen- 
te tation of this ſort, but was ſo fortunate as 
* entirely to ſoften and diſpel the gouty 
te ſwellings, and matter, which had been 
* accumulated in the part: from whence it 
* happened, that the gout, when it returned, 
tc Vas neither ſo violent, nor did it continue 
« ſo long as it had been wont to do.“ 


Here too I muſt obſerve, that Abbe Mann 
ſays * For the firſt three months that I took 
the hemlock extract, I found no very ſenſi- 
ble effet, and began to deſpair of any, 
had not Monſieur Himlebaur urged me to 
perſevere; and thus it was with Sir John 

Duntze 3 
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Duntze; he, too, found no. alteratien for the 
better or worſe, after taking the pills for a 
confiderable time, and therefore unfor- 
tunately, as he now ſays, neglected the 
medicine : but he continues ſtill vnable to 
walk, or even to ſet his feet to the ground , 
but Abbe Mann has been for four years 
not only able to walk, but to walk four 
leagues in a morning, without being tired, 
or feeling the leaſt inconvenience, from 
ſuch exerciſe ; and he is but lately returned 
from a journey of five hundred leagues, 
which he made laſt ſummer with the Por E's 
Nuxc1o, by perſevering as Dr. Himlebauc 
urged him to do, when he. was about aban- 
doning the medicine: he adde,“ Ina ſhort 
* time aſter, my joints ſeemed in ſome mea- 
& ſure to recover their freedom, and I could 
% walk with greater facility than J had 
« done for a long time; the ſpaſms, and 
* nervous irritations, began to diminiſh very 
e ſentibly alſo.” Thus encouraged by ſuch 
favorable omens, and the conſtant uſe of 
the medicine, he redoubled his zeal in 


taking 


* 


* 
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taking the pills; and before the winter, he 
took very large doſes, and found himſelf to 
improve in health daily; his digeſtion became 
better, the ſoreneſs he had for many years 
ſuffered under, diminiſhed, and he found he 


had gained, in ſome meaſure, a victory over 


his diforders.* Can any gouty patient then, 
after ſeeing ſo clear and ſatisfactory a proof 
of the efficacy, the ſafety, and the ſucceſs of 
the hemlock pills, doubt that there are not 
in that medicine virtue ſufficient to combat 
and to defeat the diſorder ? Nay, the very 
length of time which the Abbe took them, 
without feeling any ſenſible effect, is ſtrongly, 
T think, in favour of its efficacy: it is indeed 
one of the reaſons why I do not publiſh at 
length, the certificate ſent me by Mr. Rey- 
nolds, of the very extraordinary benefit he 
declares he found after taking the hemlock 
pills only a fortnight; for he aſſerts, that for 
four years his ſufferings had been without 


+ For ſixteen years no mortal ever ſuffered more grievouſly 
than Abbe Mann, 


intermiſſion, 
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intermiſſion, and that except finding a little 
benefit by the Bath waters, the moſt able of 
the faculty gave him no relief; but that the 
hemlock pills have enabled him to enjoy 
life, and the uſe of his limbs. 


As Abbé Mann was on his ſummer tour 
when I re- publiſhed his caſe in French, with 
a tranſlation thereof, I thought it right to 
ſend him the book, and to apologize for the 
liberty I had taken without his conſent ; and 
to entreat the favour of him to correct ſuch 
errors as the tranſcriber or tranſlator had 
made in the re-publication of it in England. 


The Abbe honoured me with the following 
reply. 


Bruſſels, Sept. 10, 1784. 
Dear 81 R, 


1182 laſt Sunday (5th inſt.) by 
Governor Ellis, your kind letter, toge- 
ther with the copies of your Year's Journey, 
and 
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and of the Relation of my Gout Caſe, which 
you have favoured me with. I am really 
obliged to you for ſo kind a preſent and 
remembrance of me, and beg you to accept 

of my ſincere thanks for the fame. In the 
ſhort time I have had them, and amidſt a 
multiplicity of occupations, I have peruſed. 
them with pleaſure : however, I muſt beg 
leave to add, that the encomiums which your 
friendſhip has induced you to pay to me, 
are much too great, and far beyond any 
merit I can pretend to. When I compare 
myſelf with what you ſay of me, I cannot 
help feeling confuſion. Perhaps, my letter 
of laſt year may have given occaſion thereto; 
and certainly if I had foreſeen it would have 
appeared in print, it would have been leſs 
Egoical. Be that as it may, I am obliged to 
you for your too good opinion of me, and 
ſhall make it my buſineſs to endeavour to 
merit it better hereafter, Your re-publi- 
cation of my relation concerning the gout ] 
ſo long ſuffered, and the means that have 


freed me from it, has given me ſingular 
pleaſure. 


3 
pleaſure. Although I do not believe that 
the methods which I have uſed will produce 
equally good effects on every gouty con- 
ſtitution, and on every ſpecies of gout as 
they have done on me; yet the peculiar 
effects of remedies little uſed cannot be too 
much divulged, to the end that able phy- 
ſicians may apply them to others in fimilar 
caſes, My relation is a fimple and moſt 
exact account of a ſeries of real facts known 
to hundreds, who have been eye-witnefles 
of the fituation I was formerly in, and of 
that which I am in at preſent. I have 
ſtrictly kept myſelf to a relation of facts, 
without reaſoning thereon ; and however 
others may reaſon upon them, or judge 


of them, the facts themſelves muſt and 
will ſtand inconteſtible. 


The copy of my relation, which Mr: - 
Combes ſent you, and from which you 
have had it re-printed, was moſt exact. 
Your impreſſion of it is fo likewiſe 5 but 
there is one material omiffion and alter- 

C ation 
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8 ation (from what I gave) in the impreſſion 
ö 3 5 from which Mr. Combes copied it. Thar 
3 and two or three other trifling fauks of 
the preſs, you will find below under the 
form of an errata. | 


Ss IC, 


Nou to anſwer your ſeveral queries, and 


thoſe of Colonel Naſh. 


1. As to the doſes of pills taken, they are 
exactly ſpecified in page 32 of the French 
Relation; I began from the firſt with four 
pills of hemlock at a time, and repeated that 
doſe three times in 24 hours, at thoſe times 
-when the ſtomach was moſt empty of food; 
that is, in the morning faſting, two hours 
before dinner, &c. I followed the ſame 
method when I took to the amount of 
100 or 120 grains a-day of hemlock and 
aconite together, in the proportion of one 
5 of aconite to ſix of hemlock. 


2. I cannot venture to ſay what would 
be the effect of uſing them in a different 


pro- 
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proportion from the above, as I have not 
tried it; but I ſhould make no difficulty of 
trying it, if need were; with this conſider- 
ation only, that the wolfs-bane is much 
more powerful in its effects than hemlock. 


3. I do not look upon the camphire mix- 
ture (page 33) when corrected as below 
from the fault of the Liege preſs, . as a 
powerful medicine in any reſpe&t : it isa. 
calmant, or anodyne, and ſerves to encreaſe 
inſenſible perfpiration ; and for thoſe ends 
I commonly took of it a table-ſpoonful going 


to bed. 


4. As hemlock. and wolfs-bane are moſt 
powerful diſſolvents, a doſe of rhubarb or 
any other tonic purgative from time to 
time ſerves to carry off the diflolved. 


humours, and to prevent their accumulating 
in the prime viæ. 


5. The fits of the gravel which I ſpeak 


of (page 26) are totally different from thoſe: 
C 2 which 
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which Dr. Scott fi uppoſes to be bilious humour s 


paſſing through the kidnies towards the 
end of a gouty fit: I am too well ac- 
quainted with both, to be able to confound 


them. 


Thus, Sir, I think I have anſwered all 
the queries propoſed to me, and ſhall be 
glad if I have done it to your fatisfaction. 
I hope this will find you, your lady, and 
family in perfect health: mine, ſince the 
fever I had laſt year (ſpoken of page 36 of 
the French Relation) has ſuffered no alter- 
ation. I have lately made a journey of 
above 500 leagues through France, Switzer- 
land, and Germany. I ſet off in good 
health in the beginning of June, and re- 
turned in ſtill better the 22d of Auguſt. 
—] ſhould be happy to ſee Old England 
once more, and to pay my reſpects to you 
there ; but I dare not hope for it from any 


thing which I can foreſee in my preſent 


circumſtances. However, my wiſhes for 


your health and happineſs ſhall conſtantly 
attend 
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attend you. I beg you to make my very. 
reſpectful compliments agreeable to your 
lady and family, and believe me to be, 
with the ſincereſt regard and eſteem, 


Dear SIR, 
Lour moſt obedient, 


And very devoted humble Servant, 


TH. AUG. MANN, 


ERRATA to the FRENCH RELATION: 


Page 26, line 2, after elles read ſe—elles ſe 
diſſiperent avec le temps. | 


P. 31, I. 4, for le fin, read Ja fin. 


P. 31, I. 13, for en read eu—ayoit eu 
quelque difficult, 


P. 33, lines 4 and 5, read thus: Aceti 
vin cal, unc. g. Acque flor. Sambuct 
unc. 


© =.) 


unc. vj.—Syr. papav, rhead. unc. j.— 
mi iſe. ad uf. 


P. 35. line 13, for ſons avoir, read ſans 
en avoir. 


Having thus fairly and candidly publiſhed 
Abbe Mann's caſe and cure, * with the 
medicines which effected it laſt ſummer, 
with this additional information which | have 
obtained from him and other reſpeRable 
ſufferers under the ſame diſorder, I cannot 
be fairly accuſed with any guackiſm. I 
have advanced nothing but what I have 
reſpectable authority to advance and athrm z 
and therefore ſuch who determine to try 
the ſame means of cure, may ſee clearly 
what ground they ſet out upon, and have a 
ſure and able guide to conduct them on 
their way. I ſhall therefore only obſerve, 


* The Caſe may be had at Debrett's, Bookſeller, over 
againſt Burlington Houſe ; at Fores's, oppoſite the Hay- 
market, in Piccadilly; or at the Author's Houſe, No. 32, 
oppoſite the Green Park, in Piccadilly, | 


that 
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that as Dr. Barrett, under whoſe care 
Mr. Reynolds declares he has been ſo 
wonderfully relieved from the gout by 
this medicine, ſays he has bought up all 
the aconite in London, I have ſome 
of the pills of both forts by me, which 
were prepared by Abbe Mann's apothecary, 
at the ſervice of any gentleman of known 
character, who will ſend to my houſe in 
his own name for them ; and I have wrote to 
a friend to entreat the fayour of him to fend 
me over a larger quantity, prepared in the 
ſame manner; in order to ſupply Colonel 
Naſh, Sir John Duntze, Mr. Brooke of 
Exeter, and ſeyeral other gentlemen ho 
now do, and others who intend ſoon to try 
the efficacy of this very extraordinary 
medicine, and flattering proſpect of a perfect 
cure. Indeed, there is another very 
material reaſon why 1 have been defirous of 
obtaining the medicine from the ſame hands 
that ſupplied Abbe Mann ; and that is, the 
Abbe told me when I was laſt at Bruſſels, 
| he 
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he was thoroughly ſatisfied that the hemlock 
and Aconi te of VIENNA, from growing on a 
dryer and better ſoil, is infinitely ſuperior 
WE in medicinal qualities, than that of Britain: 
5 And there is good reaſon to believe his 
FED opinion is well founded; for ſome of our 
ableſt modern phyficians have even doubted 
whether the hemlock of the ancients, and 
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3 the plant which goes by that name with us, 
W is really the ſame plant. Perhaps their 
I doubts aroſe becauſe they did not find by 


the adminiſtration of it, the ſame powerful 
effects. But is jt not natural to conclude, 
that the ſame plant, warmed by a hotter 
Ft ſun, or growing in a more favourable ſoil, 
1 may be very much altered as to its efficacy ? 
1 1 make no doubt but the nutmeg and 
pepper- tree may produce fruit in this 

climate; but I very much doubt whether 
either would poſſeſs the fame aromatic 
qualities. But we are certain that the 
CicvurTa, fo much celebrated by the 
| ancients, was the inſpiſſated juice of a 
= | ſpecies 
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ſpecies of this plant, called oenant le acquitca 
cicute facie,* 


Captain Crookſhanks, of Green-Street, 
May Fair, having an old ſervant in a fit of 


There is good reaſon to prefer the hemlock and 
aconite of Vienna, or of Germany, to the growth of our 
own ſoil; becauſe it is among the Germans that both plants 
are in ſuch high repute : Beſides, Tournefort enumerates 
21 ſpecies of aconite. The ancients uſed this plant againft 
the ſting of the ſcorpion, the touch of which deadened the 
pain, and the helebore reſtored the wounded part to its 
wonted vigor. The Indians alſo uſe aconite in cow's 
urine, to remove fevers: the flower of this plant reſembles 
a man's head with @ helmet on it. The reaſon that the 
cicuta and aconite have not been ſo much uſed till lately by 
us, was from the idea of its being employed by the ancients as 
a poiſon ; but it is univerſally agreed, that what they uſed 
under the name of cicuta, is a ſecret ſcarce poſſible now to 
be diſcovered. Sir John Duntze however, now takes eighty 
grains in a day, I too have given it to my daughter, to 
remove a ſwelling on her fide, with ſucceſs. Captain 
. Crookſhanks* ſevant, and two or three other perſons of my 
acquaintance, who have taken it, all agree, that they feel no 
inconvenience or perceptible effect from it, but that of 
mitigating their ſufferings, or removing their diſorder, 
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the gout, applied to me for ſome of the 


Abbe Mann's pills, for him. He took 
them during the fit, and is Mill taking 
them, and will inform any gentleman with 
the good effects he thinks they preduced : 
the fit, he ſays, left him ſooner than any 
former, and he finds a pliability of his 

limbs, ſuch as he had never before ex- 
perienced, ſo ſoon after the diſorder had 


left him. 


Lewis, inhis new Diſpenſatory ſays (ſpeak- 
ing of hemlock) * With regard to its virtue 
* when taken internally, it has generally 


ec been accounted poiſonous, if uſed in any 
0 


* 


conſiderable quantity; but Dr. Störck 
has lately found, that in certain doſes it 
% may be taken with great ſafety, and that 


* 


C 


e without at all diſordering the conſtitution, 


* or even producing any ſenſible operation. 
5 Tt ſometimes proves a powerful reſolvent 
in many OBSTINATE dijorders.” Where 
then is the danger of taking it? are not 
calomel, opium, antimony, and many other 

medicines 
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medicines poiſonous ? yet are they not in 
daily and common ule ? 


— .. 1 — — 


Since the above ſheets have been printed 
off, I have been honoured with two letters, 
one from Sir John Duntze, the other from 


Abbe Mann, from which the following 
extracts are taken. 


Extract of a Letter from Sir John Duntze, 
dated Rockbere Houſe, Dec. 23d, 1784. 


&< Dear SIR, 


« Tam honoured with your letter, and laſt 
night I received the two boxes of pills, for 
which I return you many thanks. I hope 
what are made here are the right ſort, 
otherwiſe it will be very unfortunate, for I 


now take upwards of 120 grains a-day; ſo 
 - that 
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that what you have been ſo kind to ſend 
me, will be ſoon done. The wolfs-bane cannot 
be procured here, and I ſhould be happy if it 
were poſlible to have any in London before 
the Bruſſels pills arrive, as I have great 
faith in the efficacy of this medicine, and 
think as highly of their virtue as you do. 
J have juſt received a letter from a friend 
of mine in Exeter, which does not tend to 
leſſen this good opinion; the following is an 
extract, 


c I dined yeſterday with Mr. —— ; 
* when I entered his houſe, he was reading 
* Abbe Mann's caſe : you will conciude I 
ce ſoon introduced your's, and told him that 
I had ſeen the wounds in your legs twice; 
* the laſt time at the diſtance of twelve 
« days from the firſt, and that they appeared 
ce to me to be healing faſt, notwithſtanding 
*© dreflings were applied to keep the 
* wounds open: he replied, the blood was 
* corrected, and as it improved, and the 
e gouty matter (which is the cauſe of the 

| «* wounds 


„ 


te wounds and pain) is diſperſed, they will 
ce heal in ſpite of all you can do, and you 
will be reſtored to health. He ſays the 
* wolfs-bane is the moſt powerful, and will 
e probably have the greater effect upon 
* your diſorder: he likewiſe adds, that he 
* thinks perſpiration would greatly facilitate 
4 your cure.“ 


* 


N 
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*© am not at liberty to mention the name 
of this gentleman: but you will gueſs that 
we have ſome perſons here of eminence, 
who are diſpoſed to think fayourably of the 
Abbe's remedy.” 


Extra& of a Letter from Abbe Mann, 
dated Bruſſels, the 23d of Dec. 1784. 


& Dear 81 R, 


r Fought to have anſwered much ſooner 
your kind letter; but an uninterupted ſeries 
of occupations has preyented me, and muſt 


be 
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\ be my excuſe for the long delay. On the 
1 other hand, neither Mr. Combes nor myſelf 
f | have hitherto met with any occaſion of 
It ſending. you the hemlock and wolfs-bane 
a | pills which you defire to have. To commit 
| ſo ſmall a parcel to the public voitures 
j from hence to London, is to expoſe it.to 
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certain danger of being loſt ; or if it ſhould 
get ſafe to you, the carriage muſt greatly 
enhance the price. We muſt therefore 
ſtill wait for ſome one going over to London, 
who will take charge of it. 
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& As the helebore of Anticyra had virtues 


ö which are not found in that of our northern 
growth; and as the medicinal and aromatic 
[| plants growing in hot countries have much 
} more powerful qualities than the ſame 
; | plants in cold climates; ſo I have always 
i | been informed that the hemlock and wolfs- 
j bane, growing on the barren, mineralic ſoil 
| of Auſtria, has greater virtues than that 
[ growing on the rich luxuriant ſoil of the 
[| Low Countries. The inſpiſſated juices from 
{ j Vienna 
|. 


— 


r 


r 
. 


K 


Vienna are ſo repleniſhed with ſalts, that 
they have ſometimes the appearance of an- 
imperfect chryſtalization; whereas no ſuch: 
thing is ever ſeen in thoſe extracted with the 
plants growing here.” 


Before I conclude, it may be neceſſary to 
obſerve, that the danger of hemlock, hele- 
bore, wolfs-bane, &c. for they are all near 
a-kin, have been dreaded by a multitude of 
practitioners, as well as patients, from the 
idea of their being deadly poiſon. Soc RATES 
was put to death by a doſe of helebore 
who therefore will ſwallow ſuch poi ſon? 
but how many have been put to death, or 
have put themſelves to death by opium ? yet 
the great SYDENHAM fays, that © opium is 
«© the moſt excellent cordial in NaTuRE. 
BALLONIAsõ ſays the Turks are long lived, 
and yet they take opium in great quantities: 
ſome take, ſays Dr. Smyth, fix drams 
a-day, The Counteſs of Deſmond, who 

| lived 
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* lived to the age of 140, drank helebore 


xe. But to remove all fears on this 
alarming ſubjet, I have Dr. Milman's 
authority (and he is an excellent botaniſt, 
as well as an able phyfician) to ſay, 
that the helebore of AxnTicyRA, which the 
ancients uſed, is NOT the ſame plant we call 
by that name ; for though it may be kin- 
dred to it, it differs greatly both in leaf, 
flower, and ſeeds, from the helebore of 
_ theſe northern climates. Sir John Duntze, 
a gentleman much enfeebled by long ſuffer- 
ings, takes an hundred and twenty grains 
in twenty-four hours, without feeling any 
inconvenience, and with many ſtrong and 
favourable ſymptoms which indicate a 


perfect cure. 
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7 he Extract + + Line from d Sir John Duntze + OY 
to the I dated January the * 178 5. 9 4 


3 doc dt 4 4.5 
| I perceive already. ſome benefit re- 


ſuing from the medicine; and my friends 
ſay that the appearance of health is return- 
ing in my countenance ; I ſhould therefore 
on every account wiſh to perſeyere i in the 
continuance of the medicine to its fulleſt p 
extent for a length of time, according to the | 
directions given. Iam ſuch a cormorant of 
theſe pills, that I now devour eighty or 
ninety a- day; and am not yet arriyed at my 

ne plus ultra. The two boxes contain 3543 | 
43 wolfs-bane *, and 311 hemlock pills; ſo 4 
that you ſee they will not laſt me five days; 2 
and as theſe are the true genuine ſort, I 

ardently wiſh ſome miethod could be 

contrived ſor a plentiful and ſufficient 

ſupply, particularly of the wolfs-bane, which 

is not to be had here.” + 


* This is much the moſt efficacious Medicine of the two. © LH 25 


+ The wolfs-bane is not to be had in our ſhops, much 
de 1 8 on the due * of both. 
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